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1) The amendment filed 12/19/2006 is acknowledged. Claims 2-3,6- 
23 and 17-21 have been canceled. 

2) Claims 4,5 and 14-16 are allowed. 

The optical disk device comprising an optical head which emits 
a laser light to an optical disk having a recording layer and 
receives a reflection light to carry out one of a recording process 
and reproduction process, a detecting unit which detects a 
distribution of a recorded region and an unrecorded region of the 
optical disk based on a reflection light received by the optical 
head, a control unit which controls the optical head so as to make 
access to a target position of a recording layer of the optical 
disk while avoiding the unrecorded region based on a distribution 
of a recorded region and an unrecorded region detected by the 
detecting unit wherein, in the case where the optical disk has a 
plurality of recording layers and the target position is in a 
second recording layer different from a first recording layer to 
which the optical head is currently positioned, and in the case 
where an access is made to the unrecorded region of the second 
recording layer when an interlayer jump is carried out at a 
currently accessed position, the control unit moves the optical 
head to a position of the first recording layer corresponding to a 
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position at which the unrecorded region of the second recording 
layer does not exist, and then the optical head is jumped in an 
interlayer manner to be moved to the target position, as recited in 
the independent claims, are not found or suggested in the prior art 
of record. 

3) Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to TAN XUAN 
DINH whose telephone number is (571)272-7586. The examiner can 
normally be reached on MONDAY to FRIDAY from 9:00AM to 5:00PM. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http : //pair- 
direct . uspto . gov/ . Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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